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Burglary on Coast]

NEW YORK TIMES

By JAMES PHELAN i

21l toune New Yok Times

LGS ANGILES, March 13—,
Safecrackers who looted How.:
ard Hughes's Romaine Street
headquarters here last yeze got!
documents that disclosed reia-|
tions between the Central Intel«i
ligence Agency and Mr. Hlxgwl
hes’s Summa Corporation, ac-:
cording to sources connected
with the investigation. , i
Details of the burglary and

" the trend of the investigation!

have been pieced together
through interviews with a num-!
ber of sources familiar with
the situation., The scurces in-
clude people in the Hughes
operation, local ard Federa}l
investigators  and private
people directly involved in the
investigations.

According to these sources,
Government officials learned of
this security breach when the
safecracker tried to blackmail
the. Hughes organization for
$1-million.

The extortion attempt and
a later effort by law enforce-|
ment officers to buy back the:
stolen documents for $1-million’
both failed, and the confidential

‘documents, described as fitiing]

two footiockers, are believed!
to be still in the hands ofi
the burgiars. oo
Grand Jury Inquiry
Loss of Mr. Heghes's con-
fidential files was disclosed on
Feb. &, afrer a Hughes security
ayert confirmed that he had

received a iclephoned demand

for the money {rom a man
who descrived himself as an
“intermediary” for the four-
man burglary team, The busgla-
ry is being investizated by 2
Los Angales County grand jury.

The sources also said that
“Romaizne,” a5 the operaticns,
headguarters at 7020 Rowaine:
Strect is known throughout tie
Hughes empire, was never ap-
proved Ly tie Defense Deparl-
2nt as a repository for clissi-
ficd documents, Mr. Huzhes's
Summa Corperation ana s

Hughes Awcrail Company have
defense. contrictg running into’

the hundreds of millions of
doliars.

W
maine St
svatem, b
was ne‘;ar

ces.

- three months

The agenty must approve’
the type of safes in which’
sensitive documents are Kkept,
the kinds of locks on. th
the security alarms and the
cuard systam, D.C.AS. agents
then inspect the building every
to make sure
that proper security is being
maintained. : : E

Guard Was Surprised ’

When the four burglars loot-!
ed the Romaine Street building |
shortlv after midnight last Juna|
5. only one guard and ong;
other Hughes employe were on|
duty, law enforcemt sourcssa.
d According to the init i
ial police report, the guard was!
surprised by a gunman Wwhile,
on patrol outside the building
ond forced to admit the safe-

. crackers. During a four-hour!

{oray, between 12:45 AM. and
4:45 A.M., the burglars burned,
open two safes with acetylene!
torches and rifled files and;
desks. !

On July 29, a Hughes agent|
received a phone call attempt-|
inz to extort St-million fromi
Mr. Hughes, .who is one of]
the nations's wealthiest men.|
The burglars sought to sell
back the stolen files in two,
installments of $500,000 each.,

The negotiations were taken!
aver bv Ralph Winte, head of
the Huzhes organization’s West
Coast internal security division.

- After a series of telephane con-

versations, which were tape-
recorded on the Hughes end,
the extortion demand was re-
fused. Hughes officials rea-
sored that the material wouid
probably be photocopied by the
burzlars for further extortion
demands.
Hughes Aides Questioned

The loss of the biliionaire’s
files caused constaimation in
iz organization, because Mr
}uzhes has a penchant for se-
-acy in-even routine business
transaction. Hughes officials
have speculated privately that
the burglary was an “inside
job,” and number ¢f Hughes
employves have been subjected
to lie dotector tests. :

Amoag the data that the
burzlars boasted they had sto-
len wete cocuiments ciscussing
an arranooment  bet
C.LA. and Mr, Hughes's
Corporatign.  Reliable

fommiiinr with ihe

<

the C.LA

Semma Coroaration is
cessar to the Hughes Toc
pany as the top helding
ny for the billionaire's
ties, He is the sole stoc
in the corporation.

The sources gave the
ing account of what ha

after the extortion ¢
failed:
An~ automobile sa

"named Donzld R. Wo
approached a television
“writer here and told hi
he had acress to the
Hughes files. Mr. Wo
told the writer thatthe b
wanted to sell the doc
which Mr.  Woolhrigt
scribed as “politicallv eapw
sive,” to sema publication out-
side the United States.

. The writer, wao asked that
Le not be identified, says he
made one teiephonz call to
the New Yors ofi:2 of Der

[}

Spiegel, a West Girman maga-'

zinz He then consalted his
atierney, the writer said, and,
was advised to inferm locall
law enforgement ¢ is about
the approach t& i*im by Mr.
Woolbright.

Burglary ‘On Ceaumission’

He said that Mr. Weolbright
teid him that the burglary had
been stagad “on co ission” by
four men from &£t Inwis. Mr
Whoolbright has an cxtensive
p2lice. record on charges that
Aaclude burglary, possession of
burglars’ tools and receiving
stolen property. :
. The writer said that he had
JZiven Mr. Woaip 84,090,
jwhich was inten to pur-
chase gne filz from the bur-
izlar§. Soonm, the writer said
iMr. Woelbright brokz off con-
,:act with him and vanished.
Around September. local law
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Law enforcem
that the plan w
bscause the case “itoived the
nztiontial seccity at the high-
est lavel.” i

These sources say that in-
structions to buv huck the file
were given by Claran
lzy, head of the I
of Investigation,
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ClrY 0! Summa Co/ap,
&C(A7.02 Doon( Nfegnas,
Wool barghh, Donal’ g™
S0Cvoll W

Den SP;‘QSQI

't:j.atvthey WEIY UUALZ wies m
dtigh Hughes official Instead,
jtire police source said, Miss
:hen!ey went to a party.

v Other aspects of the polics
investigation - puzzie:  psople
familiar with the cass.

At the time law enforcement
ofiicials were wuving to re-
establish contact with the burg-
lars with a miilion-dollar bai,
~ro Wooibright  was. at his
‘home at 7734 Giassport Avenus
.in Canoga Park, 2 suburh of
[Los Angeles,

! He and his wife scid the
‘property t9 a California coupl
‘Mr. and Mrs. James B?gepl:
;];st Oct. 29, some two months
aiter the television writar went
:tn law enforcemen ofticers and
told them of Mr. Woolbright’s
LConnection with the bursiors.i
Mro Wosihrizht took o S4.509
isecond trust dedd in the Homs!
itranzaction, and the Breese
i6ave been mailiag their monts
AY pavments to hinyin ca

-the Woadland Hills bra%cr: gtf
Security Pacific Natienal Bank,
I MMro and Mrs. Broesa said
;Wat no law enforcement oifi-
icerz, either lncal or YTederal,
ve ever talkad with them.

FoWWera unawarg that N
aowas being sousght
ucning. He vanished
Cancga Parl in carly No-i
- i
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M. Woolbrigs
altar the pot
1 uietirz for bum,)
s said, “We have a;
me Lere, and we arej
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